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A jsuccessful call for expressions of interest for low-carbon hydrogen
transport for the port of Dunkirk: a feasibility study for the creation of low-
arbon infrastructure is launched

Last September, GRTgaz launched an open season market consultation procedure to assess
requirements and confirm the economic utility of pipeline-based low-carbon hydrogen transport
infrastructure across the Dunkirk industrial and port area. 11 companies expressed an interest in being
connected up to this infrastructure project as either hydrogen producers or consumers, for total
production capacity of between 600 MW and more than 1 GW. A feasibility study was conducted in early
January 2023 in partnership with several manufacturers, including ArcelorMittal, Imerys and H2V.

When GRTgaz launched the first consultation procedure in June 2021 to determine the need for a low-carbon
renewable hydrogen network and market in France, the company identified the first ecosystems in which there
was impetus to develop carbon-free technology. The major industrial areas, including port zones — such as the
port of Dunkirk — were identified as priorities — areas in which hydrogen transport logistics arrangements are
eagerly awaited, driven by key hydrogen production and consumption projects. The call for manifestations of
interest in Dunkirk that was launched in September, for which GRTgaz has just published the results, falls within
this framework.

11 manufacturers confirm the utility of hydrogen transport infrastructure at the port

GRTgaz's Open Season consultation procedure in Dunkirk was aimed at all hydrogen production and
consumption project managers likely to be interested in new infrastructure in the Dunkirk port area, including
manufacturers, project developers and companies involved in mobility.

11 companies have confirmed that they have requirements which would justify the first hydrogen transport
infrastructure at the port. More specifically, five producers totalling up to 1 GW of installed capacity have
expressed an interest in being able to connect renewable or low-carbon hydrogen production projects up to the
transport grid. Six industrial consumers have also expressed an interest in the project.

The purpose of hydrogen consumption projects is to develop new industrial activities at the port or to decarbonise
existing industrial activities. This will help manufacturers achieve the decarbonisation targets that they have set
themselves. The projects are varied in terms of levels of maturity and hydrogen volumes, and some have rapid
deployment targets.
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Towards the creation of future low-carbon hydrogen transport infrastructure over some 20 km

GRTgaz has launched a feasibility study for infrastructure covering some 20 km based on a route which would
make it possible to connect up the projects of respondents who have agreed to co-finance this study. These
respondents include ArcelorMittal and Imerys, and the producer H2V.

This feasibility study will help size the infrastructure and determine its route, and will enable an initial costing to
be undertaken.

The project and the studies are in line with the decarbonisation aims of the Dunkirk Grand Port Maritime and the
Dunkirk urban community. They form part of the ZIBAC? strategy to which the government has committed.

“We can now be certain that hydrogen is going to have a major role to play in decarbonising the economy. To
help achieve this aim, GRTgaz is committed to creating the infrastructure needed so it can be transported. This
Call for Expressions of Interest in Dunkirk has been a success, and project developers have shown keen interest.
This justifies our approach of developing pooled hydrogen transport infrastructure that everybody can use as part
of an ongoing dialogue approach with market stakeholders. We are delighted to have been able to engage in
discussion with the 11 respondents, who have understood the utility of having new infrastructure at the port of
Dunkirk. In the future, this new infrastructure may also be interconnected with Belgium”, said GRTgaz CEO Thierry
Trouvé.

GRTgaz is Europe's second-largest gas carrier, with 32,618 km of pipes and 640 TWh of gas
transported. The company has 3330 employees and generated nearly €2.1 billion in turnover in 2022.
GRTgaz has a mission statement: “Together, we enable an energy future that is safe, affordable and
climate neutral”. GRTgaz is an innovative company undergoing a major transformation to adapt its
network to new ecological and digital challenges. It is committed to a 100% carbon-neutral French
gas mix by 2050. It supports the hydrogen and renewable gas sectors (biomethane and gas from
solid and liquid waste). GRTgaz carries out public service missions to guarantee the safety of gas
transmission for its 879 clients (shippers, distributors, industrial companies, biomethane plants and
producers). With its subsidiaries Elengy, the European leader in LNG terminal services, and GRTgaz
Deutschland, operator of the MEGAL transmission network in Germany, GRTgaz plays a key role on
the European gas infrastructure scene. The company exports its expertise internationally, in
particular services developed by its research centre, RICE. Find us at https://www.grtgaz.com/, or on
Twitter, LinkedIn, Instagram and Facebook.
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1The Dunkirk industrial port zone has been awarded ZIBAC status: Zone Industrielle Bas Carbone — Low-Carbon Industrial
Zone
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